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A-29 Super Tucano Wins Air Force Bid for Light Air Support Mission.  
 
Combat-proven, low-risk solution offered by Sierra Nevada Corporation and Embraer Defense 

& Security unbeatable; more than 100 U.S. companies to supply parts for the  
Florida-built aircraft 

 
SPARKS, Nev., Feb. 27, 2013 – Eren Ozmen, president of 
Sierra Nevada Corporation (SNC) announced today that the 
U.S. Air Force (USAF) has selected SNC and its partner 
Embraer Defense and Security for its Light Air Support (LAS) 
program.  After a thorough rebidding process, the USAF again 
deemed the A-29 Super Tucano aircraft, and the overall solution 
offered by SNC, to be the superior choice for this critical 
mission. The initial $427.5 million delivery order is to supply     

A-29 Super Tucano landing on an         the USAF with 20 A-29 Super Tucano aircraft. 
austere airfield.  

        
As the aircraft selected for the LAS program, the A-29 Super Tucano will be used to provide 
light air support, reconnaissance and training capabilities to the Afghanistan military. As such, it 
is a vital element of the United States’ Afghan withdrawal strategy and central to maintaining 
security in that region going forward. The LAS program also will provide the United States and 
other partner nations with important capabilities for agile, flexible, economical, new-generation 
multi-role airpower.   
 
“The Light Air Support program is essential to the United States’ objectives in Afghanistan and 
to our national security. It is a great honor to serve our country by providing the aircraft, training 
and support for this program,” said Taco Gilbert, vice president of Integrated Tactical Solutions 
for SNC’s Intelligence Surveillance and Reconnaissance business area. “The A-29 Super Tucano 
with its proven track record is exactly what’s needed for the LAS program where the mission is 
critical and time is short. We will deliver a superior product, on-time and on-budget.”  
 
“We are glad to provide the U.S. government with the best aircraft for the LAS program and to 
aid American warfighters and partners with a cost-effective solution,” said Gary Spulak, 
president of Embraer Aircraft Holding, Inc. “Through this contract with SNC, we will increase 
our investment in the United States by creating new jobs and supporting American businesses.” 
 
“Congratulations to the Sierra Nevada Corporation and its partner Embraer Defense and Security 
for being selected by the U.S. Air Force for its Light Air Support program.  The program will be 
built in Jacksonville and bring valuable jobs to Northeast Florida families,” Florida Governor 
Rick Scott. 
 



 
 

The A-29 aircraft for the LAS program will be built in Jacksonville, Fla. With the support of the 
state of Florida and the Jacksonville Airport Authority, the facility at Jacksonville International 
Airport already is undergoing modifications necessary to receive the aircraft assembly line, 
ensuring that production can begin on-schedule.   
 
In all, the LAS contract will support more than 1,400 American jobs, reflecting both the large 
U.S. supplier base – more than 100 companies will supply parts and services for the A-29 Super 
Tucano – and new jobs that will be created by SNC and Embraer.  Embraer will create new high-
tech jobs at its production facility in Jacksonville, adding to the 1,200 people Embraer currently 
employs in the United States, and new jobs at SNC will add to its U.S. workforce of 2,500 
people. 
 
The A-29 Super Tucano is a robust, versatile and powerful turboprop aircraft capable of carrying 
out a wide range of missions, including close air support and intelligence, surveillance and 
reconnaissance. The aircraft is in use with nine air forces around the world and, for more than 
eight years, has employed state-of-the-art capabilities in operational missions. The Super Tucano 
is equipped with advanced electronic, electro-optic, infrared and laser system technologies, as 
well as secure radio systems with data links and unrivalled munitions capacity. This makes it 
highly reliable and allows for an excellent cost-benefit ratio for a wide range of military 
missions, even operating from unpaved runways and in hostile environments. These 
characteristics, along with its well-proven combat record, make it the logical choice for the LAS 
mission.   
 
Facts about the A-29 Super Tucano:  
• A clean sheet design – built from the ground up for the light air support mission 
• A production aircraft – more than 190 ordered and more than 170 built and delivered 
• Operational today and performing ISR and close air support missions around the globe 
• In use with militaries in nine nations Angola, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Chile, Colombia, 

Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Indonesia and Mauritania  
• More than 180,000 flight hours logged, including 28,000 combat hours; no combat losses  
• Certified for more than 130 munitions configurations 
• Features open-architecture avionics 
• Provides significant room for growth – the A-29 Super Tucano has the open design 

architecture required to keep pace with next generation avionics, communication and 
weapons systems 

• Proven low operating costs – 84 percent fleet availability; 99 percent fleet mission 
effectiveness 

• More than 100 U.S. companies in more than 20 states provide parts or services for the Super 
Tucano 

• In all, the LAS contract will support more than 1,400 American jobs, reflecting both the large 
U.S. supplier base and new jobs that will be created by SNC and Embraer.  Embraer will 
create new high-tech jobs at its production facility in Jacksonville, adding to the 1,200 people 
Embraer currently employs in the United States, and new jobs at SNC will add to its U.S. 
workforce of 2,500 people. 

Learn more at www.BuiltfortheMission.com. 
 



 
 

About Sierra Nevada Corporation 
Sierra Nevada Corporation (SNC) is one of America’s fastest growing private companies. Under the 
leadership of CEO Fatih Ozmen and President Eren Ozmen, SNC employs over 2,500 people in 30 
locations in 16 states. SNC’s six unique business areas are dedicated to providing leading-edge 
technology solutions to SNC’s customers. For more information visit www.sncorp.com. 
 
 


